SPORTS FEDERATION &
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE OF HONG KONG, CHINA

For Immediate Release

The Demise of Hon Arnaldo de Oliveira SALES, GBM, JP,
Honorary Life President of the Federation

March 7, 2020: The Officers and members of the Sports Federation and Olympic
Committee of Hong Kong, China (Federation) would like to express our sadness and
deepest condolences for the passing away of our Honorary Life President, The Hon
Arnaldo de Oliveira SALES, GBM, JP, on 6 March 2020.

Being one of the founders of the Federation, Mr. SALES devoted more than half a
century as Honorary Secretary General, Chairman, President and Honorary Life
President respectively to provide insights in different stages of sports development in
Hong Kong and internationally. Under his presidency from 1967 to 1998, Hong Kong
athletes gradually gained recognition in many international multi-sports Games such
as Commonwealth Games, Olympic Games and Asian Games. With his vision and
utmost effort, Hong Kong was retained as a separate sporting entity after the
changeover of sovereignty which greatly supported the continuum of worldwide
exposure of Hong Kong athletes for sports competitions beyond 1997.

The Olympic Spirit and Olympism were spread across Asia with his leadership as
Chairman of Hong Kong Olympic Academy from 1987 to 2014. His significant
contribution to the Olympic Movement in Hong Kong, Asia and worldwide was
marked by the award of the IOC Trophy for “Sport and Sustainable Development” in
2012.

Mr. SALES was not only a great contributor to the development of sport, he also was
of great value to community developments in Hong Kong. His work as Chairman of
Urban Council, Member of Housing Authority, the Hong Kong Basic Law Consultative
Committee and other public services had been widely recognized by Hong Kong SAR
governments and numerous organizations. His passing away is a great loss to sports
and the local community.
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