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We are accustomed 10 praising the star athletes for their feats of glory and as wWe should. Our

team fared more than well as our sportsmen women demonstrated in the 2020 Olympics conducted in

the summer of 2021. But @ time comes now to pay kudos to those unsung pehind the scene and are

instrumental in molding champions, doing the logistics, giving medical care, screening the competitors
to ensure compliance o the rules, including doping tests, offering counsel, coaching and prepping-
The Olympiad can only succeed because of their contributions, often unheralded and are often taken
for granted. But negligence no more as they are appreciated and exalted also as they should. Hong
Kong is plessed to have this crew who never seek fame as they derive satisfaction in the achievements
of their charges. Let us then acknowledgé their contributions as for every medal attained stands as

testament to greatness of sport and their part in attaining it.
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. Soo Wai Yam Doo Hoi Kem

i

able Tennis Trio

Ho Ching

thank their terrific teammates !

Lee Ho Ching recently went on social media to thank Doo
Hoi Kem and Soo Wai Yam Minnie, her two terrific teammates. The
trio outdid themselves this summer by winning a bronze medal
in the table tennis women's team competition in the Tokyo 2020
Olympics Games with their combined efforts.

Coach LI Ching : the results are the
accumulating efforts by many people

The Hong Kong table tennis team took the medal podium
once again after the Athens 2004 Olympic Games. Coach Li Ching
emphasised that the winning of the medal is the accumulation of
the efforts by several generations, but this not an easy task. Doo
Hoi Kem agreed with this statement. She counts herself lucky to
have met so many good coaches.

LLEE Ho Ching : being conscientious
in any competition

Lee Ho Ching is a veteran Olympian, having competed in
three Olympic Games. Li Ching considers her as “having top-
. She

may not be the strongest offensive player, but at critical moments,

notch perception of the ball” and ‘being agile and nimble’

she rises to the occasion and does not disappoint anybody. After
the Tokyo 2020, Doo Hoi Kem and she clinched a bronze medal
in the women's doubles competition in the Asian Table Tennis
Championship. She said that she goes all-in when taking part in
every competition and never gives a perfunctory effort.

DOO Hoi Kem as the leading athlete
in the women's team

To Li Ching, Doo Hoi Kem ‘is a superior all-rounder and the
go-to figure in the team’ . Out of the three athletes, she plays the
role of the person who eases tensions and brings solidarity. Doo
Hoi Kam calls herself a very emotional person. Originally, she

and Wong Chun Ting were seen as the main hope for a medal
in the mixed doubles, but regrettably the duo lost to their French
opponents in the quarterfinals. She cried her eyes out for several
hours after the defeat and was only able to regain her composure
after the encouragement of Coach Zhang Rui.

Believing in herself and teammates
brought a miracle

On the day, Minnie Soo Wai Yam was to play in two single
matches, her extraordinary performance won her wide praise. She
characterises her performance as ‘the happening of a miracle’ .
She admitted that she had many moments of desperation
throughout her career, but the idea of giving up never once
crossed her mind, because she has the full support of her parents.

As for the 2024 Olympics to be held in Paris, they say that
anything can happen. At the moment, all the team want is to live
every day to its fullest, and give their best in every training session
and every competition. What is most important a

V7

to them is enjoying the process along the way,

and learning the essential secrets from other

great players.
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The strong support

Clinching one gold, two silvers and three bronzes, the Hong
Kong, China Delegation to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games has
achieved unprecedented results. However, the effort paid by the
team who worked behind the scenes must not go unnoticed. Mr.
Pui Kwan Kay, Chef De Mission of Tokyo 2020, together with Dr.
Chang Julain Wai, Chief Medical Officer and Mr. Yeung Sai Mo
Simon, Chief Physiotherapist gave the most caring support to the
athletes. The trio can be deservedly called the athletes’ strongest
support!

‘The Gold Medal Chef de Mission’
PUI Kwan Kay withessed how
every medal was won

COVID-19 initially disrupted the plans of Pui Kwan Kay who
had decided to be a Chef de Mission before he would retire. “With
the Tokyo Olympics held without spectators, my most important
job was to go to tournament venues to be the moral

support for the athletes. | was very fortunate to be
a witness at every venue and event in which
the Hong Kong team won a medal in this
Olympics.” What Pui Kwan Kay found to
be the most memorable was the Men's
Foil Individual competition : “Cheung
Ka Long was trailing at 9 points against
his opponent's 14 in his quarter-final
match but was able to gain 6 points in
a row to turn the tide and win the game.
The fencing team and | were so excited
that we let out deafening cries. Everyone was

moved to tears.’

Dr. CHANG Julian Wai,
wants upgraded medical support

Dr. Chang Julian Wai, Chief Medical Officer of the Hong Kong
team, has been volunteering as a medical officer for the Hong
Kong team since the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul. According to
him, the biggest challenge in this year's Olympic Games in Tokyo
was protecting the athletes from the pandemic and making sure
that everyone was safe and sound. He hopes that the brilliant
results in this year's games could lead to the establishment of a
committee on medical services for the Hong Kong team. He also
believes that rehabilitation services for recovering athletes must be
improved.

Dr. YEUNG Sai Mo Simon, remembers
the challenges brought by the pandemic

A former athlete himself, Yeung Sai Mo
Simon has been the Chief Physiotherapist for
the Hong Kong team for many years. His
biggest duty in the Tokyo Olympics was

to closely monitor the physical condition

of the athletes. In view of the inevitable

pressure to win medals when they take

part in competitions, he believes that

future medical services teams should
step up support in terms of counselling, so
that athletes can properly equip themselves
both physically and psychologically.
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Coleman WONG captures
Hong Kong’s first US Open boys” Doubles Title

Hong Kong Tennis Association
&I MR MR

Hong Kong's 17-year-old Coleman Wong teamed up with Max
Westphal of France to beat this year's Roland Garros semifinalists, 8th-
seeded Viacheslav Bielinskyi of Ukraine and Petr Nesterov of Bulgaria,
6-3, 5-7, [10-1] to capture the US Open 2021 boys' doubles title. Wong
is the first male tennis player from Hong Kong to win a Junior Grand
Slam title.

Although Coleman reached a career-high junior world ranking of
No. 16 this January, his progress got almost completely derailed by the
pandemic, as he was unable to compete on the ITF World Tennis Tour
Juniors and forced to remain inactive from March 2020 to June 2021.
Moreover, in the very first round, Wong and Westphal immediately drew
one of the toughest assignments - Reigning Wimbledon boys' doubles
champion Edas Butvilas of Lithuania and Alejandro Manzanera of Spain.

"I want to thank my family and all the fans for supporting me. |
faced some very tough opponents and all five matches were decided
by a third set super-tiebreak. | want to thank the HKTA for sending
a coach to travel with me for the past 3 months helping me with my
training and preparations to get back on track after the long layoff. I'm
ecstatic with the win," said Wong.

News Express B 23



2

0 202148 F15A%
4 0 2021 F T E B GAATBE K B

-, 2021410741
Bl

FFIBBIE  http://www.wfa-asia.org

- 20214610818 B &

;% w1074 2021 F R R R M5 B AR B
=l 202111 H9H

il

=B 2IE : http://www.iwuf.org/competitions/iwuf-official-events/world-wushu-championships-2/

(J

-
g_ 20214E11 A23-29H HREEKEPIZE ERARET
EEIR

SEIBRIE : https://www.ittf.com/tournament/5298/2021-world-championships/
%
oIS 202292 A4HZ20H EF20222 FRES FEIE R
BHEREE

FEIBEBIE © https://www.beijing2022.cn/

ik - HREBERERBARSE - RRENEE
Address : 2/F, Olympic House, 1 Stadium Path, So Kon Po, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong

P/INY

|
Tel : +852 2504 8560 @ Fax : +852 2891 3657 G888 Email : secretariat@hkolympic.org

A\ /4

#33F Website : www.hkolympic.org Facebook= & : [[i SFROC BlEEES O\}

Copyright © 2021 Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China. All rights reserved. Printed as of : 29 October 2021

24 M Sports Diary




