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For Immediate Release

SF&OC Issued Guidelines on Playing of National Anthem and Raising of Regional Flag to Member NSAs

After discussion with the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government, the Sports
Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China (SF&OC) issued today (22 November 2022)
Guidelines on Handling the Playing of the National Anthem and Raising of the Regional Flag for Hong Kong
Athletes and Teams Engaging in International Sports Events (Guidelines) to all National Sports Associations
(NSAs) under SF&OC. The Guidelines is to ensure that proper respect is afforded to our National Anthem
and Regional Flag. SF&OC reminded all NSAs to strictly abide by the relevant instructions.

A meeting was held between SF&OC and the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau earlier concerning the
incident in which a wrong song was played as our National Anthem in the Asian Rugby Sevens Series.
SF&OC put forward practical suggestions to the HKSAR Government on avoiding similar incidents from
happening again. SF&OC immediately formulated the Guidelines after the meeting to provide clear
instructions for all athletes, teams, NSAs’ management and personnel. The Guidelines stipulate that—

(1) All NSAs should familiarise themselves with the Ordinances/guidelines concerning the use of the
National Anthem and Regional Flag provided at the website of The Protocol Division Government

Secretariat of HKSAR Government (https://www.protocol.gov.hk/en/flags.html), and ensure that

the use of the National Anthem and Regional Flag are in full compliance with these

Ordinances/guidelines.

(2) SF&OC will provide toolkits containing the correct National Anthem and Regional Flags for NSAs.
The team leader assigned by the relevant NSA is responsible for bringing along the toolkit and

passing it to the event organiser; and

(3) Incase anerror is found in the playing of the National Anthem or raising of the Regional Flag during
their participation in international sports events, athletes and teams should use their hands to
display the sign of “T” for expressing objection to the error made and call for a halt to the

proceedings for immediate correction.
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Meanwhile, a briefing session by SF&OC on the Guidelines will be held on 24 November 2022 for the office
bearers and staff of NSAs to attend. Such briefing session will be held at least once a year by SF&OC to
ensure that all members of NSAs are to be reminded of the importance of this subject.

The above Guidelines will take effect immediately. The full version of the Guidelines is available at:
https://www.hkolympic.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Guidelines-on-Handling-National-Anthem-

and-Regional-Flag-2022 eng.pdf

Issued by: Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China
Date: 22 November 2022
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