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For Immediate Release

SF&OC Submitted Report to Government on the Incident

relating to the Playing of the National Anthem at Ice Hockey World Championship

The Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China (SF&OC) just received the written

investigation report by the Hong Kong Ice Hockey Association (HKIHA) today afternoon

(10 March 2023) on the incident relating to a wrong music played as the national anthem after the

Team Hong Kong, China versus Team Iran match at the Ice Hockey World Championship on

28 February.

SF&OC has actively followed up on the incident. Based on the information provided by HKIHA so far,

SF&OC submitted a report to the Government today afternoon. Below is a summary of the report: -

(1)

(2)

According to the SF&OC records, HKIHA did not collect the toolkit from SF&OC before the
event in accordance with Para. 2 of the Guidelines on Handling the Playing of the National
Anthem and Raising of the Regional Flag for Hong Kong Athletes and Teams Engaging in
International Sports Events (Guidelines). However, according to the Guidelines, this is not a

prerequisite as national sports associations could also download the national anthem from

the official website and procure the regional flag on their own, but they have to ensure that

the correct versions are used;

In HKIHA’s announcement on 1 March and their later reports, HKIHA stated that they had
passed the correct version of the national anthem to the organiser before the event.
However, both HKIHA’s initial report and the subsequent report on the incident did not
specify as when and where the correct version of the national anthem was provided. Also,
HKIHA failed to mention as whether a hard copy (computer disk or USB) of the national
anthem was passed to the organiser, and whether they had requested the organiser to
confirm receipt in writing as per the requirement stipulated in Para. 5 of the Guidelines. As
of today, despite persistent questioning by SF&OC, HKIHA has been evasive and failed to
address such questions in their two reports. It is therefore strongly believed that HKIHA did

not perform the duty in accordance with the Guidelines;
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(3) According to HKIHA’s investigation report, their team leader made a request to the event
organiser on 27 February, a day ahead of the competition, to check on the national anthem.
However, according to HKIHA, the request was not attended and the team leader did not
take follow-up action. HKIHA explained that it was not the normal procedure of the
International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) to do so. Given that this incident could be avoided
if HKIHA had checked the national anthem again, SF&OC is of the view that HKIHA should
strictly abide by Para. 6 of the Guidelines and make a more robust request for checking the
national anthem with the event organiser before the start of the match;

(4) In the investigation report, HKIHA stated that on 2 March, a day after the incident, at
another match of Team Hong Kong, China, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to
Bosnia and Herzegovina Mr JI Ping told the team that he had investigated the incident and
noted that a staff member of the organiser had inadvertently downloaded a wrong music
by mistake;

(5) According to HKIHA's investigation report, their team leader had reminded athletes via
WhatsApp before their departure that in case a wrong music is played as the national
anthem during the event, they should use their hands to display a “T” sign. Despite the fact
that during the display of a wrong music, the team leader and athletes concerned were able
to respond timely by displaying the “T” sign and correction was subsequently made by the
organiser without delay, HKIHA’s omission of providing a proper briefing was clearly in

deviation from Para. 8 of the Guidelines.

(6) Lastly, SF&OC is of the view that the conduct of HKIHA was clearly not in compliance with
the requirements as stipulated in Para. 5 and 8 of the Guidelines. It is hence suggested that
SF&OC, in conjunction with the respective department of the Government, should consider
implementing possible and appropriate sanctions against HKIHA as per Para. 13 of the

Guidelines.

SF&OC has requested HKIHA and IIHF earlier to submit a written investigation report on or before
10 March. IHHF said in an email dated 1 March that they were conducting an investigation. However,
as of 5:00 pm (Hong Kong time) today, SF&OC has yet to receive the respective report. SF&OC urges
IIHF to explain the details promptly.
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SF&OC reiterates that every competition is the result of the hard work of athletes and their training
teams, while public expectation is clear on preserving the dignity of the national anthem and the
regional flag, which is a cardinal issue of right and wrong. In this connection, SF&OC will, and as
always, fully support Hong Kong athletes and teams in participating in international sports events
and provide necessary assistance wherever practicable. SF&OC will never allow the efforts made by
Hong Kong athletes and teams to be tarnished by human errors which could be avoidable.

Issued by: The Sports Federation and Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China
Date: 10 March 2023




