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For Immediate Release

SF&OC to Submit Report on HKIHA Incident to the Government

Board members of the Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China (SF&OC)

today (24 March 2023) held a meeting to review the supplementary report submitted on

20 March by the Hong Kong Ice Hockey Association (HKIHA) on the incident relating to a wrong

music played as the national anthem at the Ice Hockey World Championship. The Board also

discussed the consolidated findings from the relevant meeting yesterday (23 March) between
SF&OC and HKIHA. The Board is of the view that:-

(1)

(2)

(3)

On whether HKIHA had abided by the relevant Guidelines with regard to the handling of the
national anthem, the supplementary report provided merely a one-sided story. HKIHA
apologized for failing to handle the national anthem in a serious and prudent manner, which

the incident could otherwise be avoided;

After the incident, SF&OC had persistently contacted HKIHA’s management, i.e., the
Executive Committee, to ask for details and a meeting to discuss. HKIHA did not give positive
response to the request, except that their team manager responded to media enquiries. It
was not until HKIHA submitted the supplementary report on 20 March that a meeting with
SF&OC could be confirmed. Such evasive attitude reflects that the attention given by HKIHA’s
Executive Committee to the handling of the national anthem and the incident is seriously

insufficient;

In the meeting between SF&OC and HKIHA, it was found that corporate governance of
HKIHA’s Executive Committee is in dire need of improvement. The Executive Committee
obviously lacks division of responsibilities and control among committee members. HKIHA
heavily relies on the General Secretary of the Executive Committee, who also serves as the
team manager, to handle all matters relating to HKIHA and its operation. The Executive
Committee even lacks communication internally. This explained that Chairman of HKIHA was
unable to address SF&OC’s questions as he had very limited information on the incident at

hand before the team manager returned to Hong Kong from overseas competitions. The
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situation was extremely unsatisfactory. In this regard, the Executive Committee of HKIHA has
undeniable responsibility to review its operations and corporate governance;

(4) SF&OC commends and recognizes the efforts made by the team manager and athletes of
HKIHA, and their appropriate and timely reaction during the incident when a wrong music
was played as the national anthem. In addition, SF&OC emphasizes that the Chairman and
members of the Executive Committee of HKIHA each have their own roles and
accountabilities, including maintaining close communication with and providing support to
the team manager performing duties overseas. This incident should not be solely borne by

the team manager.

SF&OC has the responsibility to review and enhance the governance level of its member
associations. Therefore, after discussion, the Board decided that SF&OC shall submit a detailed
report on the incident and the views of the Board to the HKSAR Government next Monday
(27 March), and jointly discuss the possible disciplinary action in this case.

SF&OC reiterates that in the interest of the development of the ice hockey sport and athletes,
the relevant action aims at strengthening the role and obligations of HKIHA’s management as a
necessary action to facilitate leadership and a healthy development of HKIHA in the long term.
Athletes and teams would not be affected. Meanwhile, SF&OC hopes that all member
associations would work together to comply with the relevant Guidelines, and maintain good
corporate governance, with a common goal to ensure that efforts made by athletes would not

be tarnished by avoidable mistakes.

Issued by: Sports Federation and Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China
Date: 24 March 2023




