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For Immediate Release

SF&OC Issued Stern Written Reprimand to HKIHA
in regard to the Misplay of National Anthem

Board members of the Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China (SF&OC)
today (18 May 2023) held a special meeting to examine separately the written investigation
report on the incident of the misplay of the National Anthem, and the plan of improvement on
corporate governance submitted by Hong Kong Ice Hockey Association (HKIHA) on 4 May. After
discussion, board members of SF&OC decided to give a stern written reprimand to HKIHA in
regard to the incident concerning the misplay of the National Anthem. SF&OC also urged HKIHA
to further supplement its proposal to address the corporate governance issues that have yet
been properly addressed in their improvement plan earlier.

After discussion, SF&OC considered that:

(1) In regard to the incident concerning the playing of the National Anthem at the Ice Hockey
World Championship on 28 February, HKIHA had obviously failed to comply with the relevant

Guidelines:-

(i) the team leader failed to act according to Para. 5 of the Guidelines to pass “one hard
copy (either a computer disk or USB) of the National Anthem to the event organiser,
who should confirm receipt of the materials in writing either by way of email, mobile
communication tools (e.g. WhatsApp message), or written note with official signing”;

and

(ii) the team leader failed to act according to Para. 6 of the Guidelines as “in anticipation
that the National Anthem will be played, the team leader MUST check on site with
the event organiser on the National Anthem once again to ensure that the correct

version will be used”.

(2) Board members were of the view that the Guidelines can be enhanced to strive for
improvement. After communication with the Government, SF&OC has amended the relevant
context accordingly, including the prerequisites that member associations MUST collect the
toolkit from SF&OC every time before setting off for international sports events, and confirm
with the event organiser the receipt of the materials in writing by signing. If the organiser

refuses to let the team leader listen to and check the name of the National Anthem or check
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the Regional Flag on site, the team leader MUST not allow team members to attend the
sports events / awards presentation ceremonies until the checking as described above is
acceded to and completed. The amendments will provide clear instructions for member
associations to follow in the face of special circumstances. SF&OC considered that improving
the Guidelines will remedy the inadequacy of its terms, and member associations will be able
to follow the instructions and should attach greater importance to the playing of the National
Anthem after this incident. SF&OC will issue a circular to all member associations inviting
them to a briefing of the amended Guidelines tomorrow (19 May) and the briefing will be
conducted in late May.

In terms of the improvement of corporate governance, HKIHA, in its reports submitted on
4 May, has yet to provide in detail as how improvement can be made in a number of areas,
such as athlete selection mechanism, integrity management, membership system, etc.
SF&OC requested HKIHA to put forward a comprehensive improvement plan within 14 days,
i.e., on or before 31 May 2023, to address the outstanding issues and implementation

timeline for further review.

While SF&OC respects its member associations to operate in its day-to-day management of
its own accord, SF&OC bears the responsibility to ensure publicly-funded member
associations have good governance and the proper use of public funds. SF&OC will continue
to follow up closely with HKIHA to improve the association’s corporate governance, with an
aim to achieve long-term and healthy development of the association and the ice hockey

sport.

SF&OC reiterates that the incident and the preliminary plan by HKIHA to improve the

association’s corporate governance have been comprehensively and objectively reviewed. The

relevant decisions were made after taking into account all relevant factors. SF&OC has reported

to the Government on the decisions, which have been subsequently endorsed by the

Government. Following the decisions made, the incident should come to an end. SF&OC will

continue to support Hong Kong athletes wholeheartedly in their training and competitions, and

work with all member associations together to promote sports development in Hong Kong.

Issued by: Sports Federation and Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China
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