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For Immediate Release

SF&OC briefs all NSA members on the
Enhanced Guidelines on Handling National Anthem and Regional Flag

After discussion with the Government, the Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong,
China (SF&OC) today (30 May 2023) issued the enhanced Guidelines on Handling the Playing of the
National Anthem and Raising of the Regional Flag for Hong Kong Athletes and Teams Engaging in

International Sports Events (Guidelines) and held a briefing session for member National Sports

Associations (NSAs) to explain the relevant instructions to their office bearers and staff.

The enhanced Guidelines will come into effect on 1 June 2023, with the latest enhancements as

follows:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

To facilitate NSAs in ensuring that the correct version of our National Anthem and Regional
Flag are used at international sports events, SF&OC will provide a toolkit, including two hard
copies (a computer disk or an external storage device (USB)) containing the correct National
Anthem together with two Regional Flags for NSAs and a standard acknowledgement receipt.
NSAs MUST collect the toolkit from SF&OC every time before setting off for international
sports events. SF&OC will assign a designated staff to liaise with NSAs on the collection of
the toolkit (Para. 2 of the Guidelines);

Before departure, NSAs are required to provide the organiser with the official link (and the
electronic audio file if the notification is by email) of the recording of the National Anthem
and the correct specifications of the Regional Flag by means of a template letter provided as
an annex to the Guidelines (Para. 3 of the Guidelines);

The team leader as assigned by the relevant NSA’s Executive Council or Committee should
be responsible for bringing along the toolkit, and passing one hard copy (either a computer
disk or USB) of the National Anthem and one Regional Flag to the event organiser, who

should confirm receipt of the materials in writing by signing the standard acknowledgement

receipt (Para. 4 and 5 of the Guidelines);

In anticipation that the National Anthem will be played and/or the Regional Flag will be raised,
the team leader MUST check on site with the event organiser on the National Anthem and

Regional Flag once again to ensure that the correct version will be used. If the organiser
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refuses to let the team leader listen to and check the name of the National Anthem or check
the Regional Flag on site, the team leader MUST not allow team members to attend the
sports events/awards presentation ceremonies until the checking is acceded to and
completed (Para. 6 of the Guidelines);

(5) NSAs should brief the team leader and members on the Guidelines every time before their
departure for international events. The briefing should be in a format such that all
participants are able to communicate with one another and ask questions instantaneously,
e.g., in-person, via Zoom, etc. (Para. 8 of the Guidelines);

(6) In case a wrong song is played as the National Anthem or an incorrect flag is raised as the
Regional Flag or the Regional Flag is not properly raised, the team leader, after leading team
members to act in accordance with the Guidelines, should report to his/her NSA at the
earliest opportunity and the Chairperson shall then report to the designated contact person
of SF&OC within two hours by phone, followed by a brief written report on the next working
day after the incident (Para. 12 of the Guidelines); and

(7) SF&OC will provide a checklist on the actions required to be carried out by NSAs as specified
in the Guidelines. NSAs should submit to SF&OC before departure the checklist confirming
completion of actions required before departure, and then submit the checklist again on the

rest of the completed actions after the event (Para. 13 of the Guidelines).

The briefing session was conducted in a hybrid of physical and virtual formats. Honorary Secretary
General of SF&OC, Mr. Edgar J. T. YANG briefed NSAs on the important points to note of the Guidelines.
Mr. Paul CHENG Ching Wan, Acting Commissioner for Sports of Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau,
also attended the briefing session. A total of over 230 NSA representatives attended the briefing
session either in-person or online. SF&OC will continue to communicate closely with NSAs and review

the Guidelines on a timely basis.

The latest version of the Guidelines is available at: https://www.hkolympic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/Guidelines-on-Handling-National-Anthem-and-Regional-Flag eng-w.e.f.-
1-June-2023.pdf

Issued by: The Sports Federation and Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China
Date: 30 May 2023
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